Redescription of the fish parasite Lernanthropus polynemi Richiardi, 1881 (Copepoda: Siphonostomatoida) and relegation of two congeners to synonymy.
Lernanthropus polynemi Richiardi, 1881 is described, for the first time since its original discovery, based on the type-material found in the Museum für Naturkunde in Berlin, Germany. Morphological features of this parasite, which infects the commercially-caught fish Eleutheronema tetradactylum (Shaw), are described and illustrated, including those of the male, which is described for the first time. The types of another species from the same host, L. lappaceus Wilson, 1912, and deposited in the National Museum of Natural History in Washington DC, are also examined based on the type-specimens. The types of a third congener, L. trifoliatus Basset-Smith, 1898, also from the same host, are not available, but the original illustrations are studied. It is considered that the three nominal species described from E. tetradactylum represent a single taxon, and that L. lappaceus and L. trifoliatus be relegated to synonymy with L. polynemi.